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The Benefits and Work Estimator
* Helps you learn about work incentives and benefits that apply to you.
* Lets you see what can happen with your income and benefits over time.
« Offers tips and next steps to help you put your plan into action.
* Takes about 20 to 30 minutes to set up. Then you can use it any time and make changes.

Getting Started

The Estimator asks questions about your income, savings and benefits. You can use the Getting Started
Worksheet found on the Estimator Page to help you pull your information together. If you're not sure what
benefits you're on or your benefit amounts, DB101’s Talk to an Expert feature can help.
To begin using the Estimator:

1. On db101.0rg, click the Estimators tab in the menu.

2. On the Estimators page, find the Benefits and Work Estimator and click the Go link.

3. On the Benefits and Work Estimator page, click the Start button.
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Save your session any time. After
you save once, changes are saved for you. You don’t have to keep re-saving. If more than six months
have passed since your last update, you’ll see “Session too old” and you’ll need to start over.

° Use Talk to an Expert when you need help.

e Print a page. Use email to send a link and tell a friend about the Benefits and Work Estimator. You
can also give feedback.
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Review Your Results
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After you answer questions about your Current Situation and create Your Plan, you'll get Your Results.

You can get a quick view of your results on one page. You can click the links to get details.

Use the menu to see your results, which
include:

* Results Summary: Lets you know
how this plan compares to your current
situation.

* Timeline: Shows when your planned
income, benefits and healthcare
coverage change.

* Monthly Income/Expenses: Shows
a monthly breakdown of income,
expenses and net income, plus health
care coverage options for the month.

* Health: Shows how your health
coverage options may change over time.

* Tips: Recaps the tips you saw when
you were answering questions.

* Next Steps: Suggests what you can
do to put your plan into action. Includes
resources and services to help you.

Results shown are estimates only.

Benefits and Work Estimator
Your Results

© et saved Session

@ start Over
@ Change Plan
© Addpian

Results Summary ~ Timeline  Monthly Income/Expense  Health  Tips  Next Steps

(@) Make PDF Report

Congratulations! In This Plan, You'll Be Better Off.

The bottom line
Monthly Cash Available cComparedto Now
You will have more monthly income

« Your SSDI benefit will continue
unchanged

« Your Medicare will continue
uninterupted.

3800 more.
$600 more.
$400 more
$200 more.
Same as Now

Talk to an Expert
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00

© 1-866-333-2466
© Email a question

© Frint this page

Note
2014 2012 2013 2014 2015
You may qualify for MA-EPD.

Your results assume that youll quali
and apply for
> Eamed Income Tax Credit Snapshot income, Expenses, and Heaith

> Minnesota property tax refund or
renters credit Now In 6 Months
$927.00
+$2.262.29
$3.559.03
-$1,014.03
$2,504.99

Eamed Income 50.00
+52,196.40
52,810.94
- $900.00
§1,910.94

Unearned Income
Total Income
Total Expenses
Cash Available

Your Health © Hedicare © Medicare © Wedicare

Goverage Options @ [Awith 3 © Hedicare © Medicare
spenddown PaiD PaitD

subsidy subsidy

© MAEPD O WAEPD

G What Now?

o Predict future changes and to-do's with the Timeline > More
« Seefinancial details in Monthly Income/Expanse > More

« Follow your health coverage options in Health > More

o Find help and ideas in Next Steps > More

« Talk to an Expert @ to discuss this plan and leam more about your options

Start Over

In 2 Years
595481
+52,330.16
53.661.80
- $1,050.50
$2611.30

Email o a friend
© Give Feedback

e The bottom line: Tells you what happens to your income and benefits.

e Note: Tells you about some other benefits you may qualify for. If you will not have more monthly cash than
you do now, you'll see notes that help you set targets, such as the rate of pay you need for the number of
hours you entered, or the number of hours you need to work based on the rate you entered.

o Monthly Cash Available: Shows how the monthly cash available in your plan compares to your current

income.

Snapshot: Gives a quick look at your income, expenses and health coverage options at a few points in
time. You can click the Now, In 6 Months and In 2 Years links to see monthly income and expense details

for those specific months.

e What Now?: Suggests how to learn more about a topic.

e Change Plan, Add Plan: Lets you make changes to your plan or try a different job.

0 Make a PDF Report: Lets you create a report of your results to keep for your records, show your family and
friends or share with someone helping you with your plans. You also have the option to email your report.

o Talk to an Expert: Lets you connect with a DB101 Expert via Live chat, phone or secure email. Experts
can answer your questions about the Estimator, your benefits or your results.

@ Print, Email: Lets you print a page for your records or send the link to a friend.
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Programs Covered in the Estimator € rrograms Coveredin this

Estimator:
The Estimator covers many programs in the areas of Cash Assistance, e

Health Coverage and Tax Credits. .

If you're on one of the programs below, use DB101’s Talk to an Expert
feature for help:

* Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP)

» Workers’ Compensation

* Plan for Achieving Self Support (PASS)

Next Steps

Next Steps suggests actions you can take based on your situation. Individual health coverage
Next Steps also includes links to resources and services to help you. BnC M :
Earned Income Tax Credit

A link with a special icon (') will take you to a location outside Sl Tax Refund

of DB101.org. This link will launch the new site in its own
window.

Benefits and Work Estimator
Results: Next Steps

What’s next: Focuses on next steps for benefits
. Results Summary  Timeline Monthly Income/Expense ~ Health  Tips  Next Steps
plannlng- o What's next in planning for work?

+ Save your Estimator session using the "Save Session” link above. You can update your answers later,or eference
the results as you plan for work.
What do I need to know- Focu ses on next StepS « Save a PDF report from this session by visiting the "PDF Report” page.
. + Get your ducks in a row. Make sure you understand the benefitprograms youre using now. Collect recent

statements and notices from each program and keep them in a file.

fo r g ettl n g an d Sta rt| n g a JO b « Talk to a benefits planner at the Minnesota Work Incentives Connectiont (1-800-976-6728). They can review

. your results, answer questions and tellyou what work incentives might help
« Get a BPQY. A Benefits Planning Query, or BPQY, is a snapshot of Social Security’s records or your SSI and SSDI

benefits and your work history. It free, and you may request one as often as you like. It may not be up to date, but
you can work with Social Securty to get your records straightened out. You can request a BPQY at your local Social
Security officet or by calling 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).

Find Local Services: Provides links to searches e it do1need to ko about string o ob?
e on MinnesotaHelp.info that can connect you to « Hyou aro ookin o b i e Wrkor Cotrc, and sl tons adesurces rs

o MN job resourcest
. . o Planning guidec
SOcCla I services near you . o Information about disability disclosurec
o How to request an accommodationt

« Ifyou have a job offer: Talk to the employers Human Resource person to see what benefts they offer. You may also

want to meet with a benefits planner at the Minnesota Work Incentives Connection (1-800-976-6728) to sort out your

best options

« Ifyou start working or change income: Report it right away to all the agencies that run the programs you are in

e (eg- Social Security Administrationc, your local county human service agency<, your Section 8 housing

provider.) This will help you prevent problems later.

e Find Local Services

You can use MinnesotaHelp.infot to find social senices near you, from benefits

applications to job counseling MinnesotaHelp.info'
1) Optional - Choose your county: [-All MN Counties- v
2)Try these searches:

« Benefits Counseling - how work impacts your benefits&

o Job and Training CenterstZ

o Employment Preparation
o Workplace Evaluations & Accommodationst:

YOUR RESOURCE. YOUR WAY.

Llnkage |_|ne0 WORK ¢ BENEFITS ¢ YO

(@ility 1-866-333-2466 db101.0rg

DB101 MN is a service of the Disability Linkage Line® — Minnesota’s free, statewide information and assistance system for people with disabilities.
DB101 site was developed by the World Institute on Disability.




